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Teaching Experience

University Instructor 2015- 2025

University of Michigan (MI) & University of New Mexico (NM)

Courses: English Composition I & II, Introduction to Creative Writing, Technical and Professional Writing,
Exploring the English Language, Poetic Activism I & II, and Introduction to Diversity, Inclusion, Equity,
and Justice in Education

Community College Instructor 2014-2018

Central New Mexico Community College (NM) & Hopkinsville Community College (KY)

Courses: Integrated Reading and Writing I & II, Basic Skills Education Program, G.E.D. Preparation, and
Remedial Math

K-12 Teacher 2007-2014
Ripley High School (TN), Overstreet Alternative School (MS), & West Point High School (MS)
Subjects: English 7-12, African American Literature, G.E.D. Prep, Literacy Circle, and Spanish I

Selected Experience

Freelance Writer/ Communications Fellow 2023-2025
Ecology Center (MI)

® Interviewed community members & developed and wrote stories for the More Life, Less Stuff project

® Created, revised, and gave feedback on written content for the email list, webpage, and blog

Hybrid & Remote Teaching Instructional Assistant 2020
University of Michigan English Department (MI)

® Co-wrote the English Department Writing Program (EDWP)’s Online Teaching Resource Guide
® Redesigned (as a team) and co-lead the graduate student instructor online orientation training

® Co-Hosted “Teaching Jams,” forums for instructors to commiserate and collaborate

Writer in Residence 2019- 2020
Inside Out Literary Arts (MI)

® Designed, assisted, and led writing workshops for students at Marygrove School in Detroit

Poetry Editor 2015- 2017
Blue Mesa Review (literary magazine) (NM)

® Supervised undergraduate readers & oversaw poetry selection
® Participated in board meetings, setting budgets, and planning events
® Promoted the annual contest at the Association for Writers and Writing Programs conference

® Collaboratively planned, facilitated, and hosted the Works In Progress reading series
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Education

Doctor of Philosophy in English and Education- University of Michigan (conferral 12/13/25)
Graduate Certificate in Digital Studies- University of Michigan 2025

Master of Fine Arts in Poetry- University of New Mexico 2018

Master of Arts in Teaching-Secondary- Mississippi State University 2010

Bachelor of Arts in Spanish- University of Tennessee at Martin 2005

Selected Awards & Honors

American Association of University Women Dissertation Fellowship 2024-2025
Oklahoma Center for the Humanities Fellowship 2022-2023
Tulsa Remote Grant 2021-2022
Rackham Merit Fellowship 2018-2025
National Endowment for the Humanities-Teaching Shakespeare Institute 2012

Selected Creative Publications

Zanders, C. (2018, January). Mississippi, For the pregnant girl who couldn’t spell her last name, You will
be offended if you recognize yourself in this poem, Remembered, & The River II (poems). Rigorous, 2 (1).
Retrieved from http://www .rigorous-mag.com/v2il/crystal-j-zanders.html

Zanders, C. (2017, July). Defense of dysfunction, Lessons in loneliness, Grenade, & The river III” (poems)
Mud Season Review, (31), Retrieved from http://mudseasonreview.com/2017/07/poetry-issue-31/

Selected Academic Publications

Gere, A., Curzan, A. Hammond, J., Hughes, S., Li, R., Moos, A., Smith, K., Van Zanen, K., Wheeler,
K.-, & Zanders, C. (2021, April). Communal justicing: Writing assessment and the case for critical

language awareness. College Composition and Communication.

Day, J., Hughes, S., Zanders, C., Van Zanen, K., Moos, A. (2021, October). What does a good teacher
do now? Crafting communities of care. Pedagogy. 21 (3): 389-402. https://doi.org/10.1215/15314200-
9132058

Peer Reviewed Presentations

Zanders, C. (2024, April) “Cultivating care & activating activism: Empowering students through online
pedagogy.” Paper presented at Conference on College Composition and Communication’s Annual
Convention.

\

Zanders, C., Hammond, J., Hoffman, M., & Van Zanen, K. (2021, April) “Damned If We Do? Past
Composition Practices as Sites of Moral Complexity and Ethical Negotiation (O-34).” Paper presented at
Conference on College Composition and Communication’s Annual Convention.
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